Without going into the theoretical angle of this subject at this point, we wish to present one table containing the results of statistical studies concerning the extent of fire damage to rural buildings in Poland; these buildings are classified according to construction, primarily wood or brick or stone, and according to purpose, residential or farm buildings. In presenting as an example the statistical data for the years 1957-59 on the intensity of fire damage to rural buildings, we refer to similar information published earlier in the reports from the International Congress of Actuaries *) :
Comparison of data based on statistical materials for 1957-59 with data for the same country for I934-39 permits us to draw conclusions as to the time-variation in the distribution of intensity of fire damage. This is a highly interesting problem since it is connected with analysis of the extent of changes in the collectivity of the insured objects (changes in construction, increase in fire safety, changes in socio-economic conditions, etc.) that affects the degree of inflammability and its elements. Analysis of the presented results of statistical studies of the intensity of chance damages in rural buildings is by-passed here. We merely draw attention to the fact that the distribution of fire damage in wooden buildings is a typical example of extreme asymmetrical distribution, i.e. in the shape of the letter "J", and the distribution of intensity of fire damage in brick or stone buildings is U-shaped.
It is not difficult to explain why the intensity of fire damages is so distributed.
